
Scripture Reveals Work,

Wealth, and Enterprise as

Kingdom Mandates

Introduction: Business Is a Biblical
Blueprint
Business isn’t a secular workaround; it’s a sacred calling. From the garden of Eden to
the early church, Scripture presents biblical business as part of God’s design: fruitful
work, honest trade, faithful stewardship, and generous redistribution. The Hebrew
‘avodah (עֲבוֹדָה) unites work, service, and worship—teaching us that our Monday
labor can be as holy as our Sunday liturgy. The New Testament term oikonomia
(οἰκονομία)—stewardship—frames management as a spiritual trust. In other words,
God owns it; we manage it.
When we talk about enterprise, we’re not glorifying greed; we’re aligning with God’s
purpose to cultivate, create, and serve. Biblical business therefore means building
value with integrity, distributing value with compassion, and measuring success by
obedience—not just by margins. It’s Kingdom over clout, mission over metrics, and
fruit over followers.
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Dominion Mandate:

Genesis 1:28 (radah)

•

•

•

Dominion = delegated management under God’s
authority.
Entrepreneurship echoes the creation mandate:
create order, value, and blessing.
Scale is biblical when it serves people and
glorifies God.

“Be fruitful and multiply… fill the earth and subdue it,
and have dominion.” Here, radah (רָדָה) means to
govern, manage, or rule well. Dominion isn’t
domination; it’s responsibility. God authorizes humans
to cultivate creation—organizing resources, solving
problems, and stewarding outcomes. That’s the DNA
of enterprise.
Takeaways



Work as Worship: Genesis

2:15 (‘avodah)

•

•

Design workflows that reflect devotion:
excellence, reliability, and fairness.
Treat quality as doxology. If God receives it, then
it must be your best.

Adam is placed in the garden “to work it and keep it.”
‘Avodah fuses work and worship. Your craft, code,
contracts, and customer care can be incense to God
when done in reverence. Biblical business isn’t “less
spiritual” than preaching; it’s a pulpit of its own.
Practice



Power to Produce Wealth:

Deuteronomy 8:18 (koach)

•
•

Wealth is a tool, not a trophy.
Prosperity is purposeful: fund justice, mercy, evangelism, and community-
building.

“It is He who gives you power (koach, ַכֹּח) to get wealth, that He may establish His
covenant.” Wealth-generation, rightly aimed, is covenantal—fuel for mission, mercy,
and multi-generational faithfulness.
Guardrails



Ethical Trade

in the Law

and Prophets

(mishpat,

moznaym)
“A false balance is an abomination… but a just weight
is His delight” (Prov. 11:1; cf. Lev. 19:35–36; Amos
8:5). God cares about mishpat (פָּט justice in—(מִשְׁ
marketplaces. Pricing, contracts, refunds, data use,
and wages all sit under His eye.



•

•

•

Transparent pricing
and clear terms.
No predatory fine
print, no exploitative
upsells.
Truth in advertising—
no bait-and-switch.

Modern

Analogues



The Virtuous Entrepreneur of

Proverbs 31

She surveys land, invests, negotiates with merchants,
runs supply chains, and watches her margins (Prov.
31:16, 18, 24). Her commerce is competent, ethical,
and generous. She is a living case study in biblical
business done right.



New

Testament

Economics



Multiplying Talents:

Matthew 25 (talanton)

•

•

Optimize your “talents”: skill, team, technology,
time, and treasury.
Avoid “buried potential” by shipping, iterating,
and learning.

Jesus honors servants who multiply entrusted
resources. Talanton (τάλαντον)—a significant sum—
symbolizes stewardship. The faithful aren’t those who
hide potential; they risk, plan, and grow what God
gives.
Application



“Do Business Till I Come”:

Luke 19 (pragmateuomai)

•
•

Are your systems multiplying or merely maintaining?
Do your dashboards reflect fruitfulness or just busyness?

“Occupy (do business) till I come.” The Greek pragmateuomai (πραγματεύομαι)
means to trade, invest, and produce outcomes. Jesus links reward to enterprise
effectiveness, not passivity.
Diagnostic



Paul the

Tentmaker:

Acts 18 (work

+ witness)
Paul builds a business with Aquila and Priscilla while
building the church. Marketplace credibility amplifies
ministry credibility. Excellence in your craft becomes
a bridge for the gospel.



Honest Labor and

Generosity: Ephesians 4:28

(kopiao)

Work “so that you may have something to share.” The verb
kopiao (κοπιάω) implies strenuous effort. The goal isn’t
luxury but generosity. Profit is seed for Kingdom good.



Planning

Under

Providence:

James 4:13–15

Plan boldly; submit
humbly—“If the Lord
wills, we shall live and do
this or that.” Strategic
planning is biblical when
it’s surrendered. Hold your
roadmap with open hands.



Key Hebrew

and Greek

Terms that

Shape

Biblical

Business



‘Avodah

(Work/Service/Worship)

Your office can be your altar. ‘Avodah collapses the
sacred–secular divide and crowns daily labor with spiritual
significance.



Mishpat (Justice)

Justice structures the market: accurate weights, fair
pay, honest disclosures, and equitable terms. Without
mishpat, “success” is counterfeit.



Oikonomia

(Stewardship/Management)

From oikos (house) + nomos (law), it pictures a
household manager. Leaders are asset stewards—of
capital, brand, people, and time—answerable to God.



Ergazomai (To Work/Do

Business)

A New Testament verb for diligent work. It’s practical:
ship the product, close the books, serve the client.
Faith is shown in faithful execution.



Core Biblical

Business

Principles

(for biblical

business

today)



•

•

Truth: God owns it;
we manage it (Gen.
1:28; 1 Cor. 4:2).
Practice: Budget
prayerfully, track
ruthlessly, report
honestly.

1)

Stewardship



•

•

Truth: “The hand of
the diligent makes
rich” (Prov. 10:4; Col.
3:23).
Practice: Set lead
measures (inputs) not
just lag metrics
(outcomes). Review
weekly.

2)

Diligence



3) Integrity

•

•

Truth: The Lord delights in honest scales (Prov.
11:1).
Practice: Publish clear refund policies, fulfill
promises, pay on time.



4) Generosity

•
•

Truth: Work to share (Eph. 4:28; Acts 20:35).
Practice: Tithe, bless staff, fund missions, build
benevolence lines into budgets.



•

•

Truth: “After a long
time the master came
and settled accounts”
(Matt. 25:19).
Practice: Board
oversight, financial
audits, spiritual
mentors.

5)

Accountability



6) Purpose Over Profit

•

•

Truth: Remember the Lord, not mammon (Deut.
8:18; Matt. 6:33).
Practice: Document your mission; align OKRs
and incentives to it.



How Jesus

Modeled

Kingdom

Economics



Parables from the

Marketplace

Jesus taught with coins, contracts, vineyards, wages,
and merchants. He spoke the language of commerce
because business forms character in public view—
where integrity (or its lack) is undeniable.



The Principle of

Multiplication
Jesus multiplies loaves and sends disciples to gather
what remains. That’s stewardship: scale with care, and
waste nothing. In biblical business, growth includes
efficiency.



Calling Disciples from

Business Contexts

Fishermen, tax professionals, and household managers
become apostles, evangelists, and church planters.
Marketplace excellence is fertile ground for Kingdom
impact.



Practical
Applications for

Today’s
Entrepreneurs



•

•

Mindset: Your
company is a mission
outpost.
Moves: Pray over
product roadmaps,
integrate chaplaincy or
care funds, schedule
service days.

Business

as

Ministry



•

•

Vehicles: Profits,
endowments, donor-
advised funds,
scholarship pipelines.
Vision: Multi-
generational impact—
schools, clinics, church
plants, and startup
accelerators with a
Kingdom thesis.

Building

Wealth to

Build the

Kingdom



Ethical Entrepreneurship

in Modern Markets

•
•
•

Data & Privacy: Honest permissions, minimal data collection.
AI & Automation: Audit for bias; protect jobs while upskilling teams.
Supply Chains: Vet vendors; avoid exploitation; pay fair rates.

Tension  Risk  Scripture
Anchor 

Action 

Aggressive
Pricing 

Predatory
margins 

Prov. 11:1; Lev.
19:35–36 

Transparent pricing;
cap exploitative fees 

Dark Patterns  Coerced
consent 

Eph. 4:25  Clean UX; easy opt-
out 

Labor vs. Profit  Wage
injustice 

Jas. 5:4  Living wages; profit-
sharing options 

Growth at Any
Cost 

Mission drift  Matt. 6:33  Missional OKRs;
board-level guardrails 

Greenwashing  False
advertising 

Ex. 20:16  Third-party audits;
accurate claims 

Quick-Reference Table: Ethical Tensions & Anchors



•

•

Scorecard: Profit
(sustainability), People
(dignity), Product
(truthful value), Planet
(stewardship), Purpose
(mission fidelity).
Cadence: Quarterly
purpose reviews—
invite outside eyes to
challenge blind spots.

Balancing

Profit

with

Purpose



FAQs on Biblical Business

Principles
1) Is profit unspiritual? No. Profit is proof you created value people freely chose.
Scripture confronts greed, not profit. Profit must be stewarded, not worshiped.
2) How does tithing relate to a business entity? Tithing is a personal act of
worship; businesses can still practice generosity—setting percentages for giving,
benevolence, and mission-aligned initiatives.
3) What if my industry is “gray”? Test it by Scripture: Can you practice justice
(mishpat), truth, and generosity in it? If the model requires deception or harm, pivot
or exit.



4) How do I set fair prices? Know your costs, market
value, and customer outcomes. Communicate clearly.
Avoid hidden fees and coercive tactics; honor Prov.
11:1.
5) Can I pursue scale? Yes—if scale serves people
and safeguards integrity. Growth without character is a
liability. Establish guardrails and accountability.
6) How do I keep from burning out? Sabbath is
strategy. Build margin. Delegate. Remember: God’s
results don’t depend on your exhaustion (Ps. 127:1–2;
Col. 3:23).
7) What’s one habit to start this week? Write a one-
page stewardship plan: purpose, principles, generosity
target, non-negotiables, and your next three actions.



8) Where can I learn more about biblical justice in
markets? Try this accessible explainer on mishpat
and righteousness: The Bible Project—Justice.

https://bibleproject.com/articles/justice/
https://bibleproject.com/articles/justice/


Conclusion: Business as a

Kingdom Assignment

Biblical business is worship with spreadsheets. It’s
‘avodah—work offered to God. It’s mishpat—justice
in how we price, hire, and present. It’s oikonomia—
faithful management. It’s ergazomai—doing the work
with grit and grace. In Eden, God gave us a garden to
steward. In Christ, He gives us a Kingdom to advance.
Build wisely. Trade honestly. Give generously. And
measure success by obedience to the King.
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